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letter 

Addressed to 

Two GREAT MEN. 


My Lord, anci Sir, 

Y O U will be lurprized at an Addrefs made 
to you jointly in this Manner ; but as 1 have 
not the Honour to be much acquainted with 
either of you, (though I efteem you both, at leaft while 
you remain conneaed) I hope you will forgive me 
for troubling you, in this public Way ; and the ra- 
ther, as I think the Matters I lhall write upon, to be 
of very great Importtance ; and as you will difeover by 
what I am ^tng to fuggeft to you, that I am a true 
rnend to Old England, and a fincere Lover of mv' 
Country. ^ 

I have long thought that our Minifters of State may 
be much affilled, in their Deliberations, by Perfons 
who have not the Honour of fitting at the Council- 

board. The wifeft Meafures have often been pointed 

^ ^ out 
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out, in the Courfe of parliamentary Debate ; and Mem- 
bers ofeitherHoufe, perhaps thofeleaftconfulted by Go- 
vernment, have frequently been earlieft in fuggefting 
fuch Plans of public Policy, as Government itfelf 
has been glad to adopt. The Extinction of XaCtious 
Oppofition, the Unanimity of every Party, and the 
Acquiefcence of every Connexion, in whatever Scheme 
is propofed by his Majefty’s Servants, while it hath 
produced infinite Advantages to thcPublic ; hath de- 
prived thofe who direct the Cabinet, of all fuch Par- 
liamentary Inllruaion, as their Predcceflbrs in Power 
ufed to receive. You my Lord, of late, fcarcely hear 
any Speech in the Houfe of Lords, but that of a Law- 
yer on a Scotch Appeal ; and the hereditary Council of 
the Nation rarely afl'cmble for higher Purpofes than to 
alter Settlements and deliberate on Bills of Divorce. 
And you. Sir, in the other Houfe, where fo many fkil- 
ful Champions ufed formerly to engage, and ftruggle 
for Victory, remain fingle in the Field of Battle ; and 
your Speaker takes the Chair only to vote Millions 
and levy Thoufands, without the lead Debate or Op- 
pofition. 

The Channel of Parliamentary Indruftion being 
thus dopt, no other but that of the Prefs is left open, 
for thofe Heads of Advice to which it may be worth 
your while to attend. For this Reafon, it is, that I 
have thought of addreffing you in this Manner. 
Who I am, it matters not. Let it fuffice, that un- 
pendoned and unemployed, I can vie, in Zeal for the 
Public, with thofe who tade the Sweets of exorbitant 
Salaries, and unfathomed Perquifites. Whether my 
Acquaintance with the World, and Experience in 
Bufinefs, have enabled me to offer any Thing that 
may be of real Utility, mud be determined by you, 
and by the Public. This I am certain of, that my In- 
tention is honed ; and while I pleafe myfelf, I fhall 
endeavour at the fame time, not to od'end either of 
you. Some ProduClions, in which you have, of late, 
been jointly taken Notice of, proceeded from a fac- 
tiju DTpofition, which I am unacquainted with, 
and deted. For, far from wifhing to difunite and 
fep.irate your intcreds, 1 am fully perfuaded that 

without 


Without your perfe^l Harmony and Union, the great 
Events which have happened under your AdmiiuAra- 
tion, will not have thofe permanent good Confe- 
quences fo much to be wiflied for : And it is only from 
your joint Concurrence, that we can hope for any of 
thofe prudent, fpirited and national hlcalures concern- 
ing which I propofe to offer you a few Hints, in this 
Addrefs. 

Confidcring the prefent dillre/Ted Condition of 
Frav.cey fallen from its alarming Power, and Cireat- 
nefs, into the lowed State of Dillrcfs ami Impotence ; 
unfortunate in its military Operations in every Quar- 
ter of the Globe ; beaten all Euiof>e over by Sea and 
Land; its Fleets failing, only to be dedroyed ; its Ar- 
mies marching, only to run away ; without Trade ; 
no Credit ; Hopping Payrnents, protciling Bills, and to 
all Intents and Purpofes a Bankrupt Nation ; their 
King, the Princes of the Blood, the Nobility, and the 
Clergy carrying in all their Plate to be coined, for 
the prefent extreme Exigency of their Affairs ; difap- 
pointed and baffled in all their Schemes on the Con- 
tinent, and taught to think no mere of Invcftonsy by 
the Dedru6don of the only Fleet they had left ; — I 
fay, confidering all thefe Circumdances, which I have 
not exaggerated, in the lead, it is not unnatural to 
imagine, that a Period \^dll foon be put to the Trou- 
bles of Europe. France, unable to carry on the Wsr, 
mud foon be reduced to the NecefTity of fuing tor 
Peace. 

We ha\*e had Blooddied enough. God forgive thofe 
who have occafioned this terrible Dedruftion of the 
human Species, and fpread Mifery, and Devadation, 
for fo long a Time, in almod eveiy Corner of the 
Globe. The great Succefs with which the Arms 
of Britain have been blcfled, puts it in our Power 
to give Peace to Europe : and it is to the Flonour of his 
Majedy and thofe who dircdl his Councils, that the 
DidrefTes of our Enemies have only enabled him to 
give the World a ’ Proof of his Moderation ; and to 
Ihew that his Inclination to make Peace, keeps Pace 
with the Inability of France to prolong the War. 

As his Majedy entered into this War, not from 
A3 “ Views 


Views of Ambition, fo he does not wifh to continue 

it, from Adotives of Refentment. The Defirc of 
“ his Majefly’s Heart is, to fee a Stop put to the Ef- 

fufion of Chriftian Blood.” 

What was declared, in the above Paragraph of his 
Majelty’s Speech from the Throne, to our own Parlia- 
ment, at the Opening of this SefTion, has fince that, 
been notified in Form to our Enemy, The Rcadi- 
nefs of Engl.:m{ and PruJJia, to enter into a Treaty, 
and to give Peace to Chriftendom, which Prince 
Lewis or fP’ olfetihunU hath been authorized to com- 
municate to the French Miniller at the Flazuc, will, 
no doubt, open the Door for a Negociation, in a 
A'lanner the mofl likely to be embraced by the Court 
of Ver failles \ whofe Difgraces and DidrefTes too 
great to be diffembled, and too extenfive to be reme- 
died, wdll difpofe them to liften with Attention to eve- 
ry propofal of Accommodation, made to them by an 
Enemy whofe Sword was unfheathed only to punifh 
Perfidy ; and whofe Succe/Tes, as appears from their 
making the iirfl Advances towards a Treaty, have not 
infatuated them to prefer unnece/Tary and ruinous 
Conqued, to a rcafonable and folid Peace. 

It is, therefore, to be hoped, and to be believed, 
that Peace is not at ^ a gneat Didance ; and upon 
this Suppofition I fhall beg Leave to offer a few 
Confiderations to as to the Perfons on w'hom the 
Fate of this Country depends ; Confiderations which 
are equally important as they arc feafonable ; and an 
Attention to which, before you enter upon any Ne- 
gociation, may, perhaps, affifl you (If I may be al- 
lowed to fuppofeyou ftand in Need of any AfTiftance) 
in direding this Negociation to fuch an IfTue, as 
may be equally honourable to yourfelves, and ufeful 
to the Public. 

In this Situation of Affairs, one of the firft Mat- 
ters relative to the future Negociation, which, no 
doubt, mull occur to you, will be, the Choice of thofe 
Perfons who are to be trufted with the great Con- 
cerns of this Nation as Plenipotentiaries . And, as 
much will depend upon this Point, I lhall beg Leave 
to begin witJi giving you my Thoughts upon it. 
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tnd the other Topics on which I propofe to trouble 
you will naturally arife from each other without ob- 
serving any other Orrery or Connexion, befides that 
in which they lhall prefent themfelves to a Mind intent 
upon its Subjeft. 

With regard then, to the Choice of Plenipotenthiriesy 
I cannot but lament the Difficulties you have to en- 
counter, before you will be able to hnd fuch as the 
Public will have Reafon to thank you for. — I am not 
totally unknowing in the Charaders and Capacities 
of many among the great. But when I call my Eyei 
around me, I own that I am furprized, greatly fur- 
prized, but ftill more grieved, to find fo few among 
us, capable of conduding the ardous Talk of mak- 
ing a Peace. Whether this hath arifen from Neglcd 
in the Education of our Men of Quality ; or whether 
the Qualifications which fit them for Statefmen, have 
been negleded, in Comparifon of fuch as fit them for 
Arthur^ or Neuumarket ; or whether it be owing to 
the State Policy fo fyllematically adopted, of late 
Years, of giving Places, not to the Perfons who can 
beft execute tlie Bufinefs — but to thofe who can bell 
do a Job. Whatever be the Caufe, the Fad is cer- 
tain ; and it is Matter of Amazement that there 
fhould be fo few in thisJfland, who have given any 
Proofs that they are capable of conduding with a- 
bilitv, much lefs with Dexterity, this important Bu- 
finels of a Negociation with Francf, Men who are 
verfed in Treaties, knowing the Interefis, Pretenti- 
ons of Europe ; Ikilled in the Principles of public Law, 
and capable of applying them on every particular Oc* 
cafion ; acquainted with the Commerce, the Colonies, 
the Manufactures of their own Country ; Mailers of 
all the Inftances of Infradion of former Treaties, 
which occafioned the War we are now xengaged in ; 
In a Word, Men whofe Rank and Confequence a- 
mongft ourfelves, may command Refped, and pro- 
cure them Authority, amongit our Enemies ; and to 
every other Qualification, already enumerated, can 
boaft of Integrity not to be corrupted, and a Stea- 
dinefs in fupporting the Interefts of their Country, 
which no Difficulties can difeourage, and no Temp- 
A 4 tations 
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tations can ihake: Such are the Men, whom 

you muft endeavour to employ, in the approaching 
Negociation, and fuch, I hope, ye will be able to 
find; though! own, I am puzzled to guefson whom 
the Choice will fall, none being, as yet, pointed out 
by the public Voice, nor, perhaps, fixed upon, by. 
yourfelves. Times have been, when we might have 
expefted, to fee One named to fuch an important Of- 
fice, meerly becaufe he was a Favourite, or a Favou- 
rite’s Favourite ; bccaufe he was conneded with this 
Minifter, or was a Relation of that great Man. But 
if we have too frequently trifled with our national 
Concerns, by trufling them in fuch Hands, I need 
not fay that there are Circumflances at prefent which 
give us reafonable Ground for hoping that the fame 
Sagacity, and Defirc to ferve the Public which hath 
found out, and employed the propereft Perfons to con- 
dud the Operations of the War, will be exerted to 
find out the properefl: Perfons (few as there are to be 
found) to condudl the Deliberations of the Treaty. 

And very deplorable indeed inufl be the Inabilities 
of the Perfons we fhall employ, if their Negociations 
for Peace be cond-uded fo awkw'ardly as to rob us of 
the Advantages we have gained by the War. If we 
may judge from the late Events, France feems as 
little to abound with Wifdom in the Cabient, as it 
doth with Courage and Condud in the Field. And 
if the Negociations at Utrecht^ in which almoft all the 
Advantages of a War equally fuccefsful with the pre- 
fent, were given up, be urged as an Inllance of the 
fuperior Dexterity of French Politics, it ought to be 
remembered that this was more owing to our own 
Divifions, than to their Sagacity, and to the Inabilities 
©f our Plenipotentiares at Utrecht, tho’ we had no 
great Reafon, God knows, to brag of them. What, 
therefore, may we not exped from a Negociation to be 
begun in very different Circumflances; when there 
exifls no Fadion whofe Intereft it may be to perplex 
and defeat it ; and when that national Unanimity to 
which wx, in a great Meafure, owe the Succefs of the 
War, will flill continue to exert it’s blefled Effeds, 
till it make us happy with a fafe and honourable Peace? 

—However^ 
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— However, favourable as thefe CIrcum (lances are, 
the Choice of fuch Plenipotentiaries as may be likely 
to condu6l the Negociation, with Dignity, Dexterity 
and Integrity, becomes a Confideration which the 
Public will expe6l (hould be weighed with the utmoll 
Attention. And, if fuch Perfons cannot be found a- 
mongft us (which I hope may not be the Cafe) there is 
a very delirable Alternative dill in your Power. Fix 
the Scene of Negociation, where, indeed, for the 
Honour of our Countr}% I could widi to fee it fixed, 
name no other Plenipotentaries to conduft the Peace 
but thofe Miniders who direded the War: And a 
Treaty of London y in fuch Hands, will make ample 
Amends for our wretched Management at Utrecht. 

But let Peace be never fo well made ; let Miniders 
plan Treaties with the greated Sagacity, and Pleni- 
potentiaries negociate the Articles with the utmod 
Skill and Dexterity, yet we know from Hidory and 
Obfervation, that they never can be perpetual, and, 
mod commonly, are not lading. Princes, too fre- 
quently, feem to own no other Rule of A^lion, than 
prefent Convenience ; and the Law of Nations is 
feldom appealed to, but to fandtffy Injudice, and favc 
Appearances. Nor are the pofitive Compa6ls folemn- 
ly agreed upon between Nation and Nation, better 
obferved. Tor how feldom do we fee a Treaty reli- 
gioudy adhered to, by the Parties whofe Intered it is 
to break it, and who think they are in fuch Circum- 
dances as to be able to break it with Impunity ? — If 
fuch Infidelity be too common amongd Princes in 
general. Experience, long Experience teaches us, that 
the Nation with whom we are foon to treat, excel us, 
at lead, in this Part of Policy. For no Cords are drong 
enough to bind them. 

Gallic Faith is become proverbial, and the Neigh- 
bours of France can reproach her with innumerable 
Indances of a mod profligate Difregard to the mod 
folemn Treaties. And the Reafon feems to be obvi- 
ous, without fuppodng that Nation more perfidious 
than others. I'he Power, the Populoufnefs, the Ex- 
tent, the Strength of the French Monarchy, free them 
from thofe Apprehenfions which bind the weaker Side 
A 5 
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to be faithful to it’s Engagements ; and depending up- 
on the Inability of their Neighbours, confidered fing- 
ly, to procure to themfelves Juftice, this, too fre- 
quently, has tempted them to the mod lhameful and 
barefaced Inftances of national Breach of Faith. 

It well becomes us, therefore, at this Jundlure, when 
the Diftreffes of France will oblige them to confent to 
Terms of Peace, unfavourable to the Interell, and 
difgraceful to the Glory of their Monarch, to take e- 
very Method in our Power to fecure the Obfervance 
of thofe Conceflions they may make ; and to infill up- 
on their giving us fuch Proofs of their Sincerity, be- 
fore any Negociation be entered upon, as may give us 
fome AlTurance that they mean to be more faithful to 
their future Engagements. 

What Proof of their Sincerity, I would recommend 
it to you to demand, what Conceflions it will be ne- 
ceffary to infifl upon, I fhall beg leave to mention ; af- 
ter having firfl fatisfied you by a Detail of fome Par- 
ticulars, that fuch Demands as I would propofe can- 
not be looked upon as the Infolence of a Conqueror, 
but as the wife Fore fight of a People whom dear 
bought Expence hath taught the proper Way of do- 
ing themfelves Juftice. 

It may not, therefore, be unnecefTary to place be- 
fore your Eyes, fome of the mod remarkable Indan- 
ces of French Perfidy, which have given Rife to all 
the Troubles of Europe for above theie hundred Years. 

The Peace of Wejiphalia*y while it fecured the 
Liberties and Religion of Germany y alfo laid the Foun- 
dation of that Power which hath made Franccy ever 
fince, the Terror of Europe, By this Treaty ||, the 
Upper and the Lower Alfacey a Country of great Ex- 
tent, and cf infinite Confequence in Point of Situa- 
tion, was ceded to France, In this Country there 
were Ten Imperial Cities, whofe Privileges and Li- 
berties were in the mod folcmn Manner fecured by 
the fame Treaty, which exprefly fays, J that they Jball 

prejer<ve 

* 164?. II Article 73, tk feq. J Article 88’ 

Le Roi de France ne Tarrofcra, fur Ics viiles de la Prefecture, 
qjucle fimple Droi: de ProtgClion, qui appartei.oit a la Maifon 
u’ Autrichcr 
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prefer^ve their Freedom, and that the Kin^ of France 
jhall not ajfume o^er them, any Thing more than the 
hare Rght of ProteSlion How was this Article obfer- 
vcd ? The ten Imperial Cities were Toon humbled to 
receive the French Yoke, equally with the reft of Al- 
facey and remain, now, lafting Monuments, what o- 
thers may expedl from Power unreftrained by Juftice. 

The Treaty f of the Pyrenees ftill enlarged the 
Boundaries of France y efpecially on the Side of Flan- 
ders 'y and the Spaniards thought themfelves fafe from 
farther Loftes, by the Marriage of their Infanta to 
Louis XIV. who, upon that Occafton, jointly with 
her, made a formal Renunciation of all her Rights, 
to fticceed to any Part of the Spanijh Pofleftions. And 
yet, with unparalleled Infolence, feven Years had 
fcarcely elapled before Flanders was again attacked, 
on Pretence of thofe very Rights which had been fo 
lately renounced, and which, even tho’ they had not 
been renounced, muft have appeared chimerical, un- 
lefs a Sifter can have a Right to fucceed in Preference 
to her Brother. 

The Peace of Nime^uen % reftored the Tranquil-- 
lity of Europey which the Invafion of Holland by the 
French had difturbed. But fcarcely was the Peace 
figned before it was lhamefully violated. The Decree 
or the Chambers of Re-union, by which Le^is the 
XIV. feized fo many Territories, to which he has 
not the leaft Right ; the Surprifal of Strafiur^, and 
the Blockade of Luxemhurghy ftiewed fuch a Wanton- 
nefs of Perfidy, as no Hiftory of the moll barbarous 
and unpoliftied Savages could well exceed ; and juft- 
ly drew upon the common Oppreftbr, the joint Ven- 
geance of offended Europe. 

Who is ignorant of the Story of the Partition Trea- 
ty ? Solemnly ratified and agreed to preferve that 
Tranquillity which the Treaty of Ref<wyck had juft 
reftored to Europey it was no fooner made than it was 
fhamefully abandoned by the Court of France ; and 
for fuch Reafons as will, upon every Occafion, juftify 
every Injuftice. The Letter of the Treaty, indeed,- 
was violated, they muft own; — but the Spirit of it 

was 
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was what ought to be attended to. And by fuch a 
Comment, worthier of a pitiful Sophifter, than of 
a moft Chriftian King, his Grandfon was alTilled in 
placing himfelf on the Throne of Spain, 

The Politics of Lenuis the XV. have been faithful- 
ly copied from thofe of his Great-Grandfather ; and 
the Behaviour of France^ upon the Death of Charles 
the VI. is a frefh Proof, of how little Ufe are the 
moll folemn Treaties, with a Power that knows no 
Ties but thofe of Intereft. — The Treaty of Vienna 
had but two or three Years before *, annexed to the 
Crown of France, the Dutchy of Lorrain ; a CelTion 
which was purchafed, and purchafed cheaply, by the 
Guarantee of the f Pragmatic Sanction, By this Sti- 
pulation, France was under the mod folemn Engage- 
ments to fupport the Queen of Hungary in the Pof- 
feffion of all her Father’s Dominions. But how was 
the Engagenient fulfilled ? Poflerity will fcarcely be- 
lieve mch bare-faced Perfidy was pofTible, as our 
Times faw was adually avowed upon that Occafion. 
Germany was, inflantly, covered with tlie Armies of 
France, to aflift the Eledlor of Bavaria, in an At- 
tempt to overturn the Pragmatic San&ion fo lately 
guaranted by them, and to dethrone that Princefs 
whom they were bound by a Treaty, fworn to in the 
Name of the Holy Trinity, to pro ted and defend from 
all her Enemies. 

I have brought down this Sketch of French Faith 
to the prefent Times ; imperfed indeed ; but, as far 
as it goes, fliidly conformable to Hiflorical Truth. 
—What Confidence then, can France exped any 
of it’s Neighbours will put in her, after fo many and 
fuch flagrant Jnftances of national Perjury, as fhe ap- 
pears to be guilty of? The Catalogue of her In- 

fidelities will flill be incrcafed;, and the little Reafon 
that our Ifland, in particular, has to truft Her, will 
flill be more apparent, by reminding you of fome of 
the many Proofs, which ^•'eat-Bf uain itfelf can ap- 
peal to, of French Ingenuity in Treaty-breaking. — 

I fhall go no higher than the Peace of Utrecht, be- 
caufe the Inflances in which it hath beeft violated by 

France^, 

Treaty of Vienna, Altidc jo.. 
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Frafice, have produced the prefent War ; and becaufe 
the Enumeration of them will lead me, naturally, 
to thofe Hints which I mean to throw out, as necefla- 
ry to be attended to in our future Negociations ; and 
which, if negledled, will lofe to this Nation all the 
Fruits of thofe Succefles, to gain which, we have 
brained every Nerve, and loaded ourfelves with a Bur- 
then under which it is a Miracle that we have not 
already funk. 

The War which was doled by the Peace of t/- 
trecht had been undertaken with Views confined, al- 
together, to the Continent of Europe, and carried on, 
though at an immenfe Expenfe, more to gain Conquefts 
for our Allies than for ourfelves. However, in the 
Treaty of Peace, fome Advantages and Conceflions 
were ftipulated in Favour of the Crown of Great Bri- 
tain, and it’s commercial Interefts. 

By the 12th Article I , All No^a Scotia or Acadia^ 
•with iFs ancient Limits, and nxiith all ids Dependent 
cies, is ceded to the Cronxsn of Great Britain, 

And by the 15th Article, 7 be Subfe^s of France, 
Inhabitants of Canada, and elfeivhere, Pall not diflurb 
or molejl, in any Manner •whatever, the Fi^e Indian 
Nations n.vhich are fuhje£l to Great Britain, nor ids 
other American Allies. 

Let us now fee how thefe Articles have been obfer- 
ved. The French feem to have had two Capital Vienjus 
in all their American Schemes, ever fince they have 
thought Trade and Commerce an objed worthy of 
their Attention. The frrb: was tp extend themfelves 
from Canada, Southwards, through the Lakes, along^ 
the Back of our Colonies ; by which Means they 
might anfwer a double Purpofe, of cutting off our 
Communication with the Indian Nations, and of o- 
pening a Communication for themfelves, between the 
Rivers St. Ln^ivrence and Mijjiffppi, and thus ta join, 
as it were, their Colonies of Canada and Louijiana, 
I'he other Part of their Plan, equally important, and 
more immediately fatal to our Interefts in North Am^* 
rica, was to gain a Communication with the Ocean ; 

the 

;|; Not having, in my Pofleirion, an Original copy of the Trea- 
ty of Utrecht, I have made Ufe of Lambtrdt Tranillation, 
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the only Accefs they now have to Canada^ through 
the River Lauurencej being fliut up half the Year. 

Full of this favorite ProjeS of American Empire, 
foon after the Treaty of Utrecht^ they began to en- 
large their Boundaries on that Continent, in dired 
Violation of the folemn Conceffions they had fo late- 
ly made. 

As long ago as 1720, they feized and fortified the 
moil important Pafs in America, at Niagara ; in that 
very Country of the five Indian Nations, from which 
the 15th Article of the Treaty of Utrecht had exclu- 
ded them. The infinite Confequence of Niagara 
made them lefs fcrupulous, no Doubt, about Treaties. 
For by means of this Ufurpatioii they, in a Manner, 
became Mailers of the Lakes, and could, at Leifure, 
extend themfelves to the Ohio, and carry their Chain of 
Forts and Settlements down to the Mijjiftppi. 

The Plan of Ufurpation on the Back of our Colo- 
nies went on gradually and fuccefsfully from Year to 
Year ; the Indians owned by the Peace of Utrecht to 
be our Subjeds, were debauched from our Interefl, 
and fpirited up to maffacre, and fcalp the Engiifh ; and 
in i73i> the Infolence of the French grew to fuch an 
Heighth, that they ere£led their Fort 2X Cro^n Pointy 
in a Country indifputably ours; whether confidered 
as in the Center of the Jinse Nations, or as adlually 
within the Limits of Nenxj^Tork. And whoever calls 
his Eye upon the Situation of this Fort, in the Map, 
will fee how greatly the PolTelTion of it facilitated the 
Completion of the great Objed of opening a Com- 
munication with the Ocean ; how much it expofed 
our moll valuable Colonies to Indian MalTacres and 
French Invafions. 

If it fhould be alked, what was our Minidry in Eng- 
employed about, during fuch inllances of French 
Perfidy — the Anfwer mud be, (tho’ I wifh I could 
draw a Veil over this Period) that our Adairs were 
then conduced by a Miniller who was awake, in- 
deed, to every Scheme of Corruption ; eager to buy 
a Borough, or to bribe a Member ; but dow to every 
meafure of national Importance and Utility. His 
drll, his only .Objc(^, was to preferve himfelf in 

Power ; 
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Power ; and as, m Profecution of fuch interefted and 
mercinary Views, he hada£lually engaged this Nation 
in Alliance with France, in Europe, (to pull down the 
exorbitant Power of our old and natural Ally) it was 
no Wonder, that he heard unmoved, and fuffered with 
Impunity, the French Ufurpations \n North America. 

Let us next trace the French Infidelity with Regard 
to Nonja Scotia or Acadia. Tho’ that Province had 
been yielded to us at Utrecht, we had taken very few 
Steps to fettle it efFedually, till 1749, after the 
Peace of Aix la Chapelle. And then the French Court 
gave us a Specimen of Chicane worthy? indeed, of 
thofe whom no Treaty ever bound, in Oppofition to 
their Convenience : They began to fpeak out, and 
to tell us, nay to infill upon it ferioufly in Memorials, 
that the Country ceded to us under the Name of 
*va Scotia, comprehended only the Peninjula, and did 
not extend beyond the I(ihmus, Whereas the Charters 
of King James I. to Sir William Alexander ; and Sir 
William" % own Map as old as the Charter, demonftrate 
ancient Limits of the Country fo named in- 
cluded a vaft Traft of Land, befides the Peninfula, 
reaching along the Coaft till it joined Ne*w England ; 
and extending up the Country till it was bounded by 
the South Side '^of the River St. Laurence. Of fuch 
an Extent of Country they had formed a Plan to rob 
us ; hoping, no Doubt, to find the fame Supinenefs in 
the Britijh Adminiflration which had overlooked their 
former Encroachments. With this View they defired 
that CommifTaries might meet to fettle Limits, promi- 
fing not to a£l in America, till thofe Commiflaries 
Ihould agree, or the Conferences break up. But how 
was this Promife obferved ? While the Commiflaries 
trifled away their Time at Paris, the Ufurpations went 
on in America ; Incurfions were frequently made into 
the Peninfulaof Acadia, the Pofleflion of which they 
did not pretend to difpute with us ; Forts were built 
by them in feveral Places, and particularly a moft 
important One to command the IJihmus ; thus deciding 
by the Sword, in Time of Peace, that Controverfy 
w'hich they themfelves had agreed fhould be amicably 
adjullcd by their Commiflaries ; and furnifhing a 

lalling 





( ) 

lading Warning to us, that a Treaty which leaves^ 
Points of Confequence to be determined by any after 
Conferences, only ferves to light up another War. 

While the French Ufurpations went on fo infolently 
in Non;a Scotia ; the Plan was carrying on with equal 
Perfidy on the Banks of the Ohio ; a Country, the 
Inhabitants of which had been in Alliance with the 
Etiglijh above an hundred Years ago ; an Alliance fre- 
quently renewed; to which alfo we had a Claim as 
being a Conqueil of the Fi^e Nations ^ and from which, 
therefore, the French were excluded by the 1 5th Ar- 
ticle of the Treaty of Utrecht above recited. But 
what avail Treaties when Intereft comes in Compe- 
tition ? The Poffefiion of the Ohio was abfolutely ne- 
cefiary, that the great Plan of connefting Canada with 
Louiftana might fucceed : And, therefore, they began 
their Hoftilities againft us, in that Country, the ve- 
ry Year of the Peace of Aix-la~Chapelle ? oppofed our 
Plan of a New Settlement (which had been thought 
of by us above forty Years before) infulted our Tra- 
ders, plundered ana made them Prilbners ; and in 
1754 having defeated IVaJbington, and deftroyedc«r 
Fort, they built Me/V Fort Du ^efne ; and Troops were 
fent daily from France to fecure the Poffelfion of this, 
and of their new and important Ufurpations. 

No Doubt the French Minifters flattered themfelves 
that England^ inattentive to the Interefts of its Colonies 
for fo many Years before, and who, fo lately, had 
fubmitted to a Difadvantageous Peace, would not 
have the Spirit to oppofe Force to Force, and do itfelf 
Juflice by other Weapons than the Complaints of Lord 
Albemarle^ and the Memorials of Mr. Mildnvay. But 
the Hour of Vengeance was, at laft, come ; the Inter 
refls of the Kingdom were attended toby thofe in Powr 
er; the infinite Importance of our American Colonies 
was underftood, and a Refolution taken to have Rcr 
courfe to Arms. And thus England, which, for half a 
Century, had been engaged in every Body’s Quarrels 
but its own ; wafting its Millions, and lavifhing its 
Blood, to obtain a Barrier in Flanders, which thofe for 
whom we conquered it could not defend, or rather 

did 
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did not think it worth while to keep ; began tlie pre- 
fent War, a War truly NA'TIONAL. 

If there be Merit in this fpirited Conduct, tell your 
Enemies, My Lord, that you, and a near Relation of 
yours (whofe Memory always will be refpedled) had 
then the chief Diredion of public Bufinefs^ ^ And 
you. Sir, will pardon me for paying this Compliment 
to thofe who began the War njoith Spirit ; while I, at 
4 the fame Time, declare it as my Opinion that your 
coming into Power after it was begun, has contributed 
to its being carried on with a Succefs equally glorious 
and important to the Nation ► 

But before I make the Application of the above De- 
dudion concerning * our American Complaints 
(which 1 fhall, by and bye, make Ufe of, when I 
come to fpeak to the Terms which it will be 7ieceffaiy 
to infill upon at the approaching Treaty) it will be 
proper to mention another mod important Indance of 
French Perfidy in Europe. 

Dunkirk, by its Situation aimed oppofite the Mouth 
of the Fbames, had done amazing Mifchief to tlie 
Trade of England, during King and Queen 

Anne*s Wars. The Demolition of Dunkirk, theretore, 
very naturally become a favourite Objed of the Na- 
tion ; the Parliament, in 1708, addrefled her Majedy 
to make no Peace without this Condition f ; and tho’ 
after a War fo fuccefsful, much more might have been 

obtained 

For the Particulars of the Encroachments in America, 

which I have only given a Sketch of, fee the Memorials of ouu 
^ Commiflarics, Dr. Mitcbcir ^ m America the Dodor’s and 

Mr. Evan's Maps, and many other Treatifes. 

f March 2d 1708. The Lords having fent down an Addrefs to 
the Commons for their Concurrence, relating to certain conditions 
to be iafifted upon, as the fine qua non, of- a Treaty with France, 
Mr. Secretary Boyle reprefented. That the Britijh Natioa having 
been at a vaft Expcncc of Biood and Treafure, for the Profecution 
of this ncceflary War, it was but juft they ihould reap fome Bene- 
fit by the Peace : And the Town of Dunkirk being a Neft of Py- 
rates, that infefted the Ocean and did infinite Mifchief to Trade; 
He, therefore, moved that the demoliftiing of its Fortifications and 
Harbours be infifled upon, in the enfuing Treaty of Peace, and 
inferted in the Addrefs, which was unaniaiouny approved of and 
carried back to the Lords,^ See CbandleFz Debates ot Parliament, 
Volt vii. p« xzi» 


obtained for England than really was, this Point waj 
carefully infilled upon, and the Ninth Article of the 
Peace of Utrecht obtained. 

By this Article, Tht French en^rnges to demolifh 
all the Fortifications of the City of Dunkirk ; to ruin the 
Harbour : to break the Dykes and Sluices — The Works 
toixardsthe Sea to be defrayed in T^o Months y and thofe 
to the Land in Three Months after ; all this to be done at 
his ovjn Expence ; and the Fortifications y Harbour^ 
Dvkes and Sluices, ne^er after to be reftored. Could 
Words be devifed in all the Extent of Language to lli- 
pulate, ina llronger Manner, the elFcdlual and fpeedy 
Demolition of this Place ? And yet all F.urope faw 
with Amazement, and England beheld with Indigna- 
tion, the Peace of Utrecht violated, with regard to 
this important Condition, almoll as foon as it was 
fjgned. 

By the Article above-recited we fee that Dunkirk was 
to be demolilhed within five Months after thefigning 
the Peace ; and yet, near an Year after, I find Mr. 
IV alpolcy in our Houfe of Commons, infilling that the 
Peace had already been broken with Regard to Dun- 
kirk y Since infiead of ruining the Harbour, French 
nxere then afluaVy repairing the Sluices, and *ivorkingon 
a nenv Canal *. And tho* the pacific Inclinations of 
the Minillry in 1713, when Mr. Walpole pulhed this 
Affair, over-ruled the Inquiry, the Fads on which it 
would have proceeded were certain. 

fpiriied Remonllrances of Lord .S’//?/#- at Parisy 
on the Accellion of George I. concerning this Infl ation 
of the Peace, were the lall Inllances of Humiliation 
w^hich Le’iuis XIV. law himfelf expofed to ; and, per- 
haps, he would have found himfelf obliged to do us 
that Jullice, by NecelTity, which the Regent, who foon 
after came into Power, willingly agreed to from Views 
of private Interejl. Tho’ the Peace of Utrecht had 
obliged the Spanijh^ Branch of the Bourbon Family to 
renounce their Right of SucceUion to the Crown of 
France, the Duke of Orleansy who, by this Regula- 
tion, faw only an Infant’s Life between him and the 

Throne, 


^ Chandler’s Debate?, Vol, 8, p. 69, 
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Throne, knew well, that tho’ the Renunciation had 
been folemnly fworn to, the Dodlrins cf its Invalidity, 
of its being an Aft, void, ab initio, y had been pub- 
lickly avowed. Torry, as appears by his * Corres- 
pondence with Lord Bolinghrokey very frankly made 
no Scruple of telling the Englijb before Hand, that 
this Expedient, which had been devifed to prevent 
the Union of France and Spain under one Monarch, 

^ would be of little Force, as being inconfillent with 
the fundamental Laws of France ; by this Declarati- 
on giving us a very remarkable Inflance of the Weak- 
nefs of our then Minifters, who could build the Peace 
of Europe on fo fan dy a Foundation, and accept of Terms 
which France was honeil enough to own were not 
to be kept. 

However, the Regent was refolved to Support his 
Claim to the Crowm of France, in Exclufion to the 
Spanijf? Branch ; and as the Support and Alfillance of 
was neceflary for this Purpofe, it is not to be 
wondered at that he mould court the Friendihip of a 
Nation from whom he had fo much to expeft ; and, 
therefore, he was wife enough to do us JuJftice, by 
carrying into Execution, in Some Degree, the article 
relating to Dunkirk, 

The perfonal Interefl of the Regent was the only 
Reafon for this Compliance : But Succeeding Admi- 
niftrations in France not being influenced by the fame 
private Views to adhere to Treaties folemnly ratified, 
Dunkirk began gradually to rife from its Ruins ; its 
Port again received Ships ; its Trade flourifhed ; En~ 
gland Saw itfelf deprived of this favourite Advantage 

gained 

* See the Report of the fccrct Committee, p. 13, The follow- 
ing Extract from a Letter of Monfr. Torcy to Mr. St, 'Jcbn is re- 
markable. The Renunciation dcfired would be null and invalid 
“ by the fundamental Laws of France j according to which Laws 
“ the moft near Prince to the Crov.n is, of NecelTity, the Heir 
“ thereto.— This Law is locked upon, as the Work of him who 
“ hath eflabUnied all Monarchies, and we are perfuaded in France 
that God only can aboiifli it. No Renunciation, therefore, can 
“ deftroy it j and if the King of Spain fliould renounce it for the 
Sake of Peace, and in Obedience to the King his Grandfather, 
“ they would deceive themfelvcs that received it as a fuflicient Ex- 
pedient to prevent the Mifchicf we propofic to avoid. 
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gained at Utrecht ; and fuch was the Afcendancy of 
French Councils over thofe of this Ifland, at the Period 
I fpcalc of that we were aflually engaged in Alliance^ 
with France^ while that Nation was thus openly infult- 
ing us, and infulting us, without Obllrudion, in fo 
efiential an Article. We all remember what palled in 
Parliament in 1733, relating to the point now before 

us. -Such was the tame Acquiefcence of the Eritijh 

Adminiftration, that Dunkirk^ by this Time, flood 
upon our Cuflom-houfe Books as a Port, from whence 
great Imports were made ; and wherr an Inquiry con- 
cerning this was popofcd in the Houfe of Commons 
by a great Parliament Man *, fince dead, the thcrt 
Minifter hung his Head, in the Houfe, for Shame, 
And who could have believed it poflible, that the 
fame Perfon, who had been fo ready to promote a Par- 
liamentary Inquiry into this Violation of the Peace in 
1713, fhould obfiruft fuch an Inquiry, when he him- 
felf was in Power, tho’ theReafons for it had become 
much flronger ? Who could fee Him, without Indig- 
nation, fnuthis Eyes to the Re-eflabliihment of Dun^ 
kirk^ and obflrufl the propofed Inquiry, by getting 
from Cardinal Fleury (who then governed France^ and 
I blufh fay it, England too) a delufive, minifleria! 
Letter, promifing what he knew would not be per- 
formed ; — and ootained, perhaps, only becaufe the 
Cardinal was afTured, that the Breach of the Promife 
would not be refented ? 

While Engla* d remained fo averfe to do itfelf Juf- 
tice, no Wonder that France improved the Opportuni- 
ty. At the Time when that Minifter was obliged to 
retire from Power, the Re-eflablifhmcnt of Dunkir k 
was completed. For, within a few Months after J:, 
we find a Memorial prefented by Lord Stair to the 
E>utch, complaining of this Violation of the Peace of 
Utrecht^ and urging this as a Reafon for their joining 
us againfl France. And as it is for the Honour of the 
Adminiflration then entering into Office, that they be- 
gan with Meafures fo fpirited and national, it is equal- 
ly remarkable, that the fame Perfon, who had threa- 
tened 

* Sir William WindhaiHg J The Memorial is dated 

1742* 
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«ned Louis XIV. in his own Palace, for his Slownet 
in demolilhing Dunkirk, lived to be again employed 
by his Country at the Diftance of near thirty Years, 
when the Reftoration of Dunkirk became an Objeft of 
Rcfentment. 

The two Nations had not, as yet, begun the late 
War, when we faw, in One Inftance, both a Proof 
that Dunkirk was again a Forty and a Port which may 
be m^de Ufe of, to endanger the Safety of Hriiain. 
At the Time I now fpeak of *, we beheld the Harbour 
of Dunkirk crowded with Tranfports to embark Count 
Saxe and the Pretender to invade us. And, if that 
Invafion had then taken EfFeft, from that very Forty 
which was to be no Forty (happily the Winds were 
contrary to the Fleet from Breft ) the infinite Mif- 
chief which this Nation may hiffer from its Re-efta- 
blifhment, would have been fatally experienced. 

Tho’ we have no great Reafon to brag of the T rea- 
ty made at the Conclufion of the lafl War (which I am 
athamed to call a Peace, as it fettled nothing that was 
before in Doubt between the two Nations) the Peace 
of Utrecht concerning Dunkirky was, neverthelefs in 
its mod effential Part, reftored to its full Force. I 
fay, in its EJIential Part ; becaufe, tho* the 17th 
Article of the Treaty of Aix-la-Chappelle left Z)wn- 
;t/;y^in the State it then was, with Regard to its For- 
tifications to the Land ; the fame Article revived our 
Right, to the Demolition of its Port, by ftipulating 
^{bat ancient Treaties are to be ohfer^ed in Regard to the 
Forty and the Works on the Sea fide. 

Little or nothing was done between the Conclufion 
of the Peace, and the breaking out of the prefent 
War, towards carrying into Execution this frefh Pro- 
mife. On the contrary, the enlarging of the Fortifi- 
cations of Dankirky is mentioned in his Majefty’s De- 
claration of War, three Years ago, as one of the frefh 
Heads of Injury offered to England, And whoever 
refledls upon the Tranfadions, hnee that Period, will 
fee that Dunkirk is reftored to its original Inn)ortance. 
Its Privateers have done infinite Mifchief to our 
Trade ; a Squadron of his ^Majefty’s Navy, in vain 

blocked 
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blocked up its Harbour lately, to prevent the failing 
of Thurot's Fleet; and, it is well known, that the 
long threatened Invafion of thefe Kingdoms, which 
Fr,.nc , in Defpair, certainly meditated, would have 
been attempted from this Place, if the Deftruflion of 
their Ships of War by //aWe, had not taught them 
the Abfurdity of invading us in their much celebrated 
jiat-botiom Boats, which, we may well fuppofe, will 
hardly be tried, when their Fleets, really formidable, 
have been dellroyed in the Attempt. 

The above Enumeration of Fnnch Infidelities, in 
general, and m particular their Behaviour to England 
with regard to Dunkirk, and with regard to North A- 
^erica, fo naturally points out the Expediency, and 
Neceftty of the Hints I lhall now offer, that, in pro- 
pofingthem, I may well hope not to have themridi- 
culed as the Revanes of a chimerical St. Pierre, but 
rather attended to, as the fober Diaates of Prudence, 
and of a Zeal not altogether devoid of Knowledge. 

rirft. Then, my Lord and Sity before you enter 
upon any New Treaty, or lillen to any plaufible Pro- 
pofals whatever, infill that Jullice may be done this 
Nation, with regard to former Treaties. Shew France 
the Itrong, the Iblemn Engagement fhe entered into at 
Utrecht to demolilh Dunkirk ; put her in Mind of the 
am.y.ing Perfidy with which Ihe, from Time to Time, 
eluded the Performance of that Engagement; and 
demanded on that Article, as a pre- 

ciadon^^ Sincerity in the enfuing Nego- 

Be not deceived any longer in this Matter. The 
French will, no doubt, affure you that the Demolition 
of Dunkirk lhall be an Article in the New Treaty. But 
let them know, you are not to be ji impofed upon. 
They wil , to be fure, when this becomes a new Ar- 
^ Conceffion on their Side, and 
expeft fomething in return for it,-perhaps Gwjl 
loupe, or feme fuch Trifle, as they will call it. But 
tell ^em with the Firmnefs of wife Conquerors, that 
the Demolition of Dunkirk is what you are entitled to 
by Treaties long ago, and violated ; and that h lhaU 
no. be fo much as mentioned in the enfuing Negocia- 

tion 



tion, but complied with, before that Negociation /hall 
commence. 

Or, admitting that no ConcelTion /hould be required 
by France in the New Treaty, in Confideration of a 
New Article to demoli/h Dunkirk^ place to them, in 
the Uronge/l Light, tlie unfwerable Reafons we have 
again/l putting any Confidence in them, that fuch an 
Article would be better executed, than that in the 
Treaty of Un echt has been. 

If they refufe doing us this immediate Ju/lice, pre- 
vious to the Peace ; ask them how they can cxped that 
we /hould have any Reliance on their Sincerity to ful- 
fil the New Engagements they may enter into, when 
they afford us fo llrong, fo glaring an In/lance of Inr 
fidelity, in an Article of fuch Confequence, made fo 
long ago ? Can you have any Dealings with a Power, 
who, if he rcfufes this, at the very Time he is treat- 
hig, affords you fuch manife/l Proof, that his Word 
is not to be relied upon, and that you cannot tru/l 
to the Execution of any Promife ever fo folemnly 
jnade ? 

Perhaps France it a Difgrace to them, to 

comply with any Thing previous to the beginning of 
a Negociation. Tell them, that adling honourably, 
and doing what Juffice requires, can never be dif- 
graceful. But if it be a Difgrace, tell them, with 
the Spirit of hone/l Men, that we owe it them, for 
the greater Difgrace they put, not long ago, upon 
us, by requiring us to fend two Peers of this Realm to 
remain in France as Hojiages, till we furrendered 
Louisburg ; an Indignity whicli I cannot call to mind, 
without Pain ; and which, I always thought was fub- 
jnitted to without Neceffity. 

It is now our T urn to vindicate the Honour of our 
Nation ; and as Dunkirk was put into our Pofl'effion 
before the Treaty of Utrecht as a Pledge of the 
French Sincerity, and to continue in our Poffe/lion, 
till the Demolition /hould be completed ; let feme 
fuch Expedient be now agreed upon ; with this Diffe- 
rence only, that inllead of fi^e Months after the P eaccy 
the Time fixed, for the Demolition, at Utreihty let 
no Peace be figned, at prefent, till this Right acquir- 
ed 
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cd to us by former Treaties, and of which we have 
been fo perhdioufly robbed, be actually carried into 
full Execution. 

However, if any infuperable Difficulties fliould at- 
tend the doing ourfelves Juftice, on this Head, before 
the Peace ; if, for Inftance, which perhaps may be 
the Cafe, it fhould be found that it cannot be complied 
with, uniefs we confent to a CeJJation of Arms^ du- 
ring the l ime of Negociation ; rather than give 
Fra nce that Opportunity of recovering from its Dif- 
tre/les, and of being protedled from the Superiority of 
our Arms, before we have, finally, obliged them to 
accept of our own Terms of Peace (which was one 
Caufe of the Ruin of our Negociation at Utrecht) I 
would wave infilling upon the Demolition of Dunkirk^ 
before the Treaty, and think it fufficient to demand 
Hojiages from them, as a Security that it lhall be faith- 
fully complied with, within a limited Time after the 
Treaty lhall be concluded. The Pari /tans had two 
Rnglijb Milords to Hare at, upon the lall Peace ; and 
I do not fee why the Curiofity of our Londoners Ihould 
not be gratified, in the fame Way ; and Two Dues ^ 
Pairs of France be fent as Hollages to England, till 
Dunkirk ceafe to be a Port. 

J know well, that Political Opinions, concerning 
the Importance of any particular Objedl, are as fre- 
quently diflated by Whim and Falhion, as built on fo- 
lid Reafon and Experience. Perhaps, fome may think, 
that this is the Cafe, with Regard to the Neceffity of 
demolilhing Dunkirk, But, tho’ it may not at prefent 
be fo favorite an Objeft of Nation^ Politics, as it was 
in the Queen’s Time : this has not been owing to any 
real Change of Circumllances ; but to another Caufe, 
to the American Difputes between the two Nations, 
which have been the great Objeft of the prefent War, 
and fcarcely permitted us, hitherto, to refleft, in 
what other Indances, the Infidelities of France mull 
be checked at the enfuing Peace. — But as this defirable 
Event now approaches, we cannot forget, or forgive 
the Behaviour of our Enemies with Regard to Dun- 
kirk ; and it will be equally necelTary for the Honour 
and for the Interefi of this Nation to make no Peace, 

without 
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without obtaining full Satis fadion on this Head. It 
will be nece/lary for the Honour of the Nation to infill 
upon this, if it were only, to Ihew to Europe in gene- 
ral, and to France in particular — That we have too 
much Spirit not to relent Injuries ; and too much 
Wifdom not to take Care, when we have it happily 
in our Power, to prevent them for the future. — But 
the Demolition of Dunkirk^ is necelTary, if we would 
take Care of the Iniereft of the Nation. Such hath 
been our Succefs, in deftroying the Navy of France ; 
and fo unable doth that Kingdom now appear, to car- 
ry on its ambitious Projeds by Land, and to vie at, 
the fame Time, with Enfflandy for Dominion on the 
Sea ; that we may reafonably fuppofe, there is an End 
of Bred and Toulon Squadrons, to face our Fleets ; 
and a future War with En^land^ will leave the French 
no other Way of diftrefling us by Sea, than to lie in 
watch for our Merchant Ships, with numberlefs Pri- 
vateers. In fuch a piratical War, Dunkirk^ if its[ Har-. 
hour be not now dellroyed, will, too late, be found to 
be of infinite Confequence ; and we fliall fatally ex- 
perience it again, what it was in the Queen’s Time,- 
and in the Language of her Parliament, a Neft of Py-, 
rates, infeJHng the Ocean, and doing infinite Mifchief 
to T rade 

For thefe Reafons, therefore, I am fo oldfiafimned 
as to exped that our Plenipotentiaries will have this 
Point properly dated to them in their Inftrudions, and 
that Delenda eji Carthago, Demoiijb Dunkirk, will be 
a Preliminary Article in the enfuing Negociation. 

The War having begun, principdly, with a View 
to do ourfclvci Juftice in North America, the Regulati- 
on of Matters, on that Continent, ought to be, and no 
Doubt, will be, the capital Article relating to England, 
in the coming Treaty. It will be necefiary, therefore, 
to give you my Sentiments, on this Head ; and wi^ilc 
I do it with all becoming Diffidence, I ftall, at the 
fame Time, fupport what I may offer, with Reafons 
appearing fo ftrong to me, as may perhaps recommend 
it to your farther Confideration, though it fhould fail 
of producing Convidion, 

See above, page 17* 
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Now it Is with the greateft Pleafure, I would ob- 
ferve, that with regard to North Americoy we have no- 
thing to afk, at the Peace, which we have not already 
made ourfelves Matters of during the War. We have 
been bletted by Heaven, with a Succefs, in that Part of 
the World, fcarcely to be paralleled in Hittory. The 
Ralhnefs of Braddocky the Inexperience of Shirleyy the 
Ina(flivity of Loudon, and the Ill-Succefs of Abercrom^ 
hie, feem only to have been fo many necettary Means 
of producing that Unanimity in our Colonies, that 
Spirit in our Troops, and that fleady Perfeverance in 
our Minitters, as hath not only recovered from the E- 
nemy all his Ufurpations, but Louilhourg is an Englijb 
Harbour ; ^tehecy the Capital of Canadoy is already 
in our Pottettlon; and the Rett of that Country will fall 
of Courfe. It is a profped ttill more agreeable ; that 
by dettroying the Naval Force of F ranee y our North 
American Conquetts cannot be retaken ; and the Prin- 
ciple I would now lay downj^ and which I would re- 
commend it to you to adopt, is, not to gi^e up any of 
them. And I fliall now endeavour to prove to you, 
that fuch a Demand may be infitted upon, without 
giving the Enemy any Pretence for accufing us of In- 
lolence towards them ; and cannot be omitted without 
giving the Nation jutt Reafon to complain, that we 
have confented to a treacherous and deluft<ve Peace. 

It cannot, furely, ever enter the Imagination of a 
Britifl? Admininittration, to make Peace, without, at 
leatt, keeping in our Potteflion, all thofe Places, where 
the French had fettled themfelvcs, in Violation of for- 
mer Treaties, and from which we have, fortunately, 
driven them. Upon this Plan, then, we fhall, at the 
Peace, be left in Potteflion not only of the Feninfula of 
Acadia, but of all Nonja Scotia, according to its old 
Limits ; the Bay of Fundi, and the River St John . — 
The important Conquetts of Cto^vn Point, and Niaga- 
rn, will not be relinquilhed ; and Fort du ^efne, and 
the Country near the Ohio, will remain Ours.— — 
They are already Ours ; the French know they cannot 
get them back during the War, and they do not exped 
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But though Care fliould be taken to keep all thofe 
Places juft mentioned; fomething more muirbe done, 
or our Colonies will tell you, you have dore 

Nothu,g. In a Word, you muft keep Cnnndn, othei- 
ways you lay the Foundation of another War. 

The Neceffity of this may be placed in fo ftriking a 
View, as to filence the French Plenipotentiaries, and 

man'd"'"*"'"' ^ 

Aik the French, what Security they can give you, 
to them, however reftrained in 
us Boundaries, that they will not again begin to ex- 
tend them at our Expence ? If the Treaty of Utrecht 
could not keep them from Encroachments, what Reafon 

ohfer.5T ‘rf be better 

^e M r>- ^ttlientrea/, and 

lain " T ‘'‘ey will not a- 

? Tf Ck"”tplatn Lake, and attack Cro’wn- 

what i« t]f- St. Lawrence be ftill theirs, 
Oal' us againft an Expedition to Niagara P 

Can we flatter ourfelves that ^ People, whofn full 
jbolo two Fortrefles, in direft Violati- 
ed °bl^r Pbgbted at Utrecht, will be reftrain- 
fnl’l P ^ Treaty, from attempting alfo in 

full Peace, to recover them After having leen the 
carrying on a regular Plan of Ufurpation, in 
North Amerua, for thefe Forty Years paft,^lhall we 
be fo weak as to believe that they will now ky itafidH 

wa Iheir own tK of which 

’ 'bey mean to take a proper Opportuni- 

Smin/fheT-®' '•0“'"^ a^id of re- 

^ ambitious Views of Enlargement 

..“'I"""*''''* 

,.I*“ lireJ of &- 

ioSi. S' 
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daries, at the Expence of ihe EnglJJJj ; and of open- 
ing its Communication with an4 with the 

Ocean, had not made them perfevere. Ca^^da 

itlelf is not worth their aiking ; and if they do defire 
to have it rellored to them, it can only be with a View 
to repeat the fame Injuries and Infidelities, to punilh 
which, we engaged in the prefent war. Unlefs, there- 
fore, we be refolved, 'vcith our Eves operiy to expofe 
ouxfelves to a/ Repetition of former Encroachments ; un- 
Icis we Ihould choofe to be obliged to keep great Bo- 
dies of Trodps, in America , in full Peace, at an im- 
inenfe Expence ; w^e can never confent to leave the 
French any Footing in Canada, If we do^ not exclude 
them ahpJuie.ly and entirely frorn that Country j we 
fliall foon find we have done nothing. Let the Treaty 
be drawn ever fo accurately'; let the Boundaries be- 
tween Canada and our Colonies, be defenbed ever fo 
precifely, and regulated ever fo much, in our Favour ; 
what has happened already, ought to teach us what 
we may exped again; the future Treaty will be ob- 
ferved no better than the former have been ; Ufurpa- 
tion and Encitoachment will gradually revive ; and thus 
lhall w'e have thrown away all our SuccelTes ; fo ma- 
ny Millions have been expended to no Purpofe ; and 
the Blood offo many thoufands of our brave Country- 
men fpilt, only to remind us, that though we knew 
how to conquer, we knew not how to improve, per- 
haps, the only Opportunity we lhall ever have, of 
putting it out of the Power of France to violate its 

Faith. , , .. . . 

I take it for granted that, in the future Negociation, 
the liland of Cuf>e Hreton will follow the Fate of !^e- 
hec ; I lliall only obferve with Regard to it, that though 
the Harbour and Fortification of Louijbturg be of infi- 
nite Service to France ; it can be of little or no Ufe to 
England, if Canada he left to us. It is of Confequence 
to>V«<srcr, as a Retreat to their Ships fifhing on the 
neighbouring Banks of Neiufound/and ; and as a Se- 
curity to the Entrance of the Gidfh of St. La-wt ence. 
But the PolTefiion of Ne*ivfoundland itfelf, makes Eou - 
ijhourg of no Utility to the KnglHh, in the former Ref- 
ped ; and HulUfaXy where we have a good Harbour, 
^ anfwcrs 


.anfwjers nearly the latter Purpofe. Upon this 

View therefore,' may we rtot hope and expect, that, 
the Neceflity of ^rrritbning having ended 

\vith tli^ torique^ ot' ^ehec^ its Fate will be detcr- 
''^'ithoui troobling the Plenipotentiaries? 

Wit|iout Nvaiting for a Goiigrefs, let Orders be forth- 
with fent to dernblifli it, lb ds amt to leave one Stone 
upohhnother, of the Fortifications ; to remove the In- 
habitants to Srotuii a better Country ; and to 
leave the llland a baCe and barren Rock ; tiie State. it 
was ih before the Peace of Ut-t'iiht g:r\^e Leave to 
‘ fortify it. ‘If the Right given to the -'fetiih 
Wy fhe "rjth Aftkfe of the' fakiiC Peace, to Fiiii in fome 
Parts of th^bfc' 'Seas flibuld be continued (a ad 1 couid 
wifh to fCcdt continued , ‘ as the Refufal of it. would be 
rather unreafonkble) let Breton untoitified, and 
ungafrifonbd be Itft'mp^n to them \ and a few Men of 
War kept at will efieCliially prevent Louif- 

* again made a P)^e of^Sanength. 

if yop adopt -this M^aGire, I flmuld be inclined to 
think,, fV/7»r^',wijlfee thht you kat)w youT true Jnte- 
refts y and that arc 'refolved ' iieadily ' to purfiie 
them. An^l if they fliould make any Remoniiranejes 
againft it, tell them they'iinay follow 5 wr Example and 
demolifli, iFAey pleafe, the Fortifications oi Mahon \ 
which we fee them poflTefs with as great Indiflerence 
as we rcmdntber the Oircumllancea of its Lofs, with 
Shame : Whmh, as beihg of no Ufe to them they will 
pot ejefire to keep, and whkh, halving been kept by us, 
an Expence, rrct counterbalanced by its Utility, we 
lhall norbe very fanguine about recovering. Or, ra- 
, ther tejl them, that in demolilhing Louifbourg, before 
the Peace, v/e only copy a former Example given us 
by the;nfelvcs, when their Troops Were employed in 
difmantlrirg the Frontier Towns in hlarJert^ at the ve- 
ty Time that their Plenipotentiaries at Aux ia Chap^Ue 
w-ere confentiug to give them up. 

The Plan which I have had the Honour of fketching 
out to you* befides being fo reafonable in itfelf, is per- 
feftly agreeable to that Moderation exprejfed by his 
Maj(^y, in his Speech, of not having entered into the 
li'^ar.^vitb'yten^ vf AmhiihmTht Pod'cfiion of Canada j 
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is no View of Ambition ; it is the only bounty the 
JrpTtch can give us, fortheir future Regard to Treaties. 
We have made other Conquefts, of great Importance, 
our Management of wlrich will give us fufficxent Means 
of (hewing our Moderation. And though I fhall not 
prefiime to give any Opinion about the future Difpo 
fal of them, I think, however, I may be allowed to 
hint, that “ the Pofieflion oi Guarialoupe^^ an additi- 
onal fugar Idand, when we have fo many ©four own, 
ought not to be infilled upcn fo ftrenuoufly as to make 
it a neceiiary Condition of the Peace. And though 

^:enezal arid are of real Importance in the 

iilave and Gum Trades, our own African Settlements 
have liicherto.fupplied us with Slaves, fuffi cient for 
vur j^mtrican Furpofes: And the Trane for Gum is, 
perhaps, not of Confequence enough to make us. a- 
inends for the annual Mortality, w’hich we already la- 
ment, of our brave Countrymen, to guard our Afri^ 
Conquefts'. The People of EnglanJ, therefore, 
will not, I believe, blame the giving them back, 
a valuable Coniid era tion, — . provided Canada be left 
to us. 

'l^'o confider this Affair in its proper Light, it will 
be neceffary to refledl on the infinite Confequence of 
North America to this Country. Our Colonies ther« 
contain above a Million of Inhabitants, who arc mofl- 
ly fupplied with the Manufactures of Great Britain ; 
cur Trade to them, by employing innumerable Ships, 
is one great Source of our maritime Strength ; by 
fupporting our Sugar Iflands with their Provifions, 
and other Neceffaries, they pour in upon us all the 
Riches of the Weft Indies ; we carry their Rice, and 
Tobacco, and Fifli, to all the Markets of Europe i 
they produce Indigo, and Iron ; and the whole Navy 
c£ En^/and msiy be equipped, with the Produds of 
En^ii/h America, And if, notwithftanding our having 
loft feveral Branches of Commerce we formerly enjoy- 
ed in Europe and to the Le^anty w^e have ftill more 
Commerce than ever ; a greater Demand for our Ma- 
tt ufadurcs, and a vaft Increafe of our Ihipping ; what 
e-an this be owing to, but to the Trade to our own 
American Colonies ; a Trade which the SuccefTcs of 
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this War, will render, every Day, more and more Ad- 
vantageous ? If this Matter, then, be confidered in 
the above Light, by thole whom I now addrefs, they 
will make our North /^mer /cun Conc\ueds the fine qua 
non of the Peace, as being the only Method of guard- 
ing our ifi'vuluabU Po/Teffions the 4 *e, from LJfurpations 
and Encroachments y and they will look upon everv 
other Conqueft, we have made, or may mukey in other 
Parts of the World, as Inllruments put into our Hands 
by Providence, to enable us to fettle Affairs on the Con- 
tinent of Eiiropcy as advantageoufly to our Allies, as our 
Gratitude could wilh, and as their Fidelitv doth deferve. 

Here, then, let me change the Scene, and having 
fettled our Affairs in Canada (would to God they were 
fo fettled at the Peace !) permit me to linifh my Plan 
of Negociation, by giving my Sentimcjits on the Part 
we ought to a(fl, to obtain a proper Settlement of Af- 
uirsin Germany, 

Jf a great Number of Allies can make themfelves 
formidable to a common Enemy, during the Operati- 
ons of the War, they are apt to ruin every Advantage 
they may have gained,^ by quarrelling among]! them- 
felves, when they begin their Ncgociations for Peace, 
Like an Oppofitiony in our Parliament, carried on a- 
gainft an overgrown Miniiler, all Sorts of Parties and 
Connexions, all Sorts of difagreeingand «ontradi6lory 
Interefts, join againft him, at firfl, as a common Ene- 
my ; and tolerable Unanimity is preferved amongll 
them, fo long as the Fate of this Parliamentary War 
continues in Sufpence. But when once they have dri- 
ven him to the Wall, and think themfelves fure of 
Vidory ; the Jealoufies and Sufpicions, which, 
while the Conteft depended, had been lUfled, break 
out ; every one who fhared in the Fatigue, expedls to 
fhare in the Spoils ; feparate Interefts counter-a<ft each 
other ; feparate Negociations are fet on Foot ; till at 
laft, by untimely and mercenary Divifions, they lofc 
the Fruits of their Viaory, and theObjed of the com- 
mon Refentment is able to make Terms forhimfelf ^ 


Tranfaaion here alluded to, may, 
pombly, fome lime or other, appear: though, as vet we are 

perfuadeJ, the World knows very little of it, ^ ^ 
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This was exaftly the Cafe, In the Conteft bcf 

tween Le<ivis XIV. and the Princes of Europe united 
againfl him, before the Peace ot Utrecht ; and the un- 
liappy Diviiions of the Allies (Diviiions too likely to 
have fprung up, even tho’ there had not been a Party 
in Englattd, who to gratify their private Refentments^ 
blew up the Coals ot Diffention) gave the French the 
Xvleans of procuring more favourable Terms of Peace, 
than they could well have hoped, after fo unfuccefsful 
a War. 

I have mentioned this, with a View to obferve, that 
the Circumftances of the prefent War on the Continent 
are very different ; no fuch unfortunate Difunion feems 
pofljhle to happen to us, though it may happen 
feinongft die Confederates who are engaged on the 
/ame Side with France, againil Hanover and the 
Xing of Prujjia^ 

it may be colle£led from more than one Hint dropt 
in the Courfe of this Letter, that I am no Friend to 
i.oxTtinental Meafures in general ; elpecially fuch con- 
tinental Meafures as engaged us during the three laii: 
W’ars, as Principals ; when we feemed eager to ruin 
jourfeives, in Support of that Auflrian Family whom 
we now find, with unparalleled Ingratitude, and in- 
fcredible Folly, in clofc Alliance with France -^ — But 
the Continental Meafures now adopted by England 
were neceffary, both with regard to Our Honour and 
Our Interefl. Hanover has been attacked by France, 
on^ a Quarrel entirely Englijh', and tlio* Care was 
taken, by the Adi of Settlement, that England ihould 
not be involved in Wars on account of Hanover ; yet 
^Gratitude, Honour, the Reputation of our Country, 
every Motive of Generofity, bound us, not to allow 
the innocent Eledloratc to be ruined for England's 
mevican Quarrel with France, In Regard to our In- 
terefl, no Etiglffij Minifler, however inflexible, in his 
Attachment to his native Country, could have devifed 
tlie Means of making the bell Ufe of our American 
Conqueils, if' the French could have treated with Ha^ 
n^fver in their Hands. It was with a View to prevent 
this, to oppofe the French in their Projedls in Germany, 
Ihe Succefs of which would have been fo detrimental 
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to England, that we honeQiy and <wifely have formed 
.artdiha-ve majLntafned the Array coraraapded by 
Prjnipe/}*rVxw^^w</ ; an^ have euitered ipto iijij AIIianQc 
the King of Pri{j[j^ta, . / , • 

th'o’ (tjiis was a Meafure of P/ujAepce, it was 
fcar-qely |)j(#ble |fi?r lie, wi^^ S^atefinap. to .forefee a^I 
«thole gr^at Confequepaes whiph 'it hath, already pro- 
duced. The Ehbrts wh^ch the french\i2is^ made in 
Germany^ and the Refiftai;ice they have there' met with 
hy the Care pf the Admidftfation ; have con- 

tfibwited xnore th^a ^,e^ PO|liJ4 

* other World. 

Full of the Proje^^^^;f9^(jueritng 
Faw herfeif ro^jigod tQie^ga^ejip epfprhft^t Expences; 
Armios w^re to he paid, ai^ raajiitaiiied in Jvt flpbnlia 
;|nd on the ; y;aft Sums were to be advanced to 
the Court of Vienna always as indigent as it is haugh- 
ty i; theirav^avi?:/?/x^/?m, aiid ^he degenerate 
W/Duid lioj: |n9vey ^ll^red by.,:Subfidi^s ;. ^nd the 

Mouth q/ every hungry wa^ to be ' topt, 

tflfilhthe Louis jy^rj Qi^{ f _ Involved La nencti 
thus enorinous, our E>n<^e$ have; oeen pr.eY^r,,j^*(j 
Arehgth^ning at Sea, where had 

jnoft.Reafon.todread their being ftrong^ 

The iphnite Advantages which this Nation hath 
JCapedrfr<uPEl the Gfri»^WfSLry^w:e ii^dend now fo wdl 
nndej'ftppd, thafr^we h^ve.fqen^^he grcaAeft Enemies of 

W- not refiftedT/»/ 7 «ff 
Canquefite,. htr Ud Troops 
had not been idclVoyed 5 hor own Coads- would have 
been better proteded ; flae would have been able to 
pay more Attention to her ^mtrUnn Concerns ; Ef.R- 
might have tthreatned, fo fcfioufly,. with 
Invafions, as tp be afraid of parting withr th.cueinbme- 
rous .^mies which have conej^red^ attfpeh a i^inance 
U^ ^dome. In a Word^ diat univerifalr Baukronrev 
w^ich hath crowned the Dilirelfes of and lives 

greater Reafon of Exulta than anv Event 
of the War, might have been prevented. It is entire- 
ly owing to the German Part of il c War that 
appears thus low in the political Scale of Strength and 

Eivhcs ; 
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Riches ; 4hat (he is found to be a finking Monarchy, 
nay a Monarchy already funk. And, perhaps, it 
might be an Inquiry worthy of another Monte fquieny 
to affign the Caufes oj the Rife and fall of the F rer.ch 
Monarchy ; and to point out thofe filent Principles of 
Decay which have, in our Times, made fo rapid a 
Progrefs, that r , in 1712, after upwards of twen- 
ty Years almoft conllant War, maintained againft all 
Europe^ was Hill more refpedlable, and lefs exhaufted 
than it now appears to be, when the fingle Arm of 
(Jreat Britain is lifted up againfl her, and the War has 
lafled no more than three or four Years. 

If this then be the State of the War in Germany ; 
if England be bound to take a Part in it, by every 
Motive of Honour and Intereft ; and if the infinite 
Advantages it hath already produced, be (lated fair- 
ly— The Inference I would draw, and which 1 be« 
lieve the whole Nation will alfo draw, is, that we 
(hould continue' to exert thofe Endeavours which hi- 
therto have been fo effe^tuab in defeating the De- 
firrns of France to get poffelTion of Hano<ver. 

^His Majefty, as Eledlor of Hanon^efy has no Views 
of Ambition : His Country has been attacked only he^ 
cnufe it belonged to the King of Great Britain : And no- 
thin more is required of us, but to be true to our- 
fclvcTs, by negleaing no Step that may prevent Ha- 
nonjer from failing again into the Hands of Franccy^ af- 
ter having been lo miractiloufly refcued from the Con- 
tributions of the repacious and faved from 
the Military Defert of Belleifle.—l need not fay any 
Thing of the Glory acquired by that Army, which 
notwithdanding it’s great Inferiority, hath driven the 
French twice from the IVefer to the Rhine» I (hall on- 
ly obferve, that the next Campaign (if another Cam- 
paign (hould preceed the Peace) will in all Probabi- 
lity, loie us none of the Advantages we have gained, 
that Side ; if our Army, ftill headed by Prince Fer- 
J:Pond who has already gained fo many Laurels, be 
rci.dered more formidable, as I hope it w'ill, by fend- 
to it fome Thoufands more of our national Troops; 
now, fince the Conqueft of Canada, and the 
Lcitai of the long threatned Invafion, have no other 

Scene 


Scene of A£lion left, but to contribute to another Vic- 
tory in Germany. 

It would be a very pleafing Profped, if we could 
fpeak with equal Confidence, and Probability of Sue- 
cefs, concerning the future Operations of the King 
of Prujfia, However, when we refleA on the amazing 
Difficulties he has had to flruggle with ; attacked 
on every fide by a Number of Confederates, each of 
whom, fingly, one would have thought, an equal 
Match for his whole Strength ; bearing up at the 
fame Time, againft the formidable Power of the 
Houfe of Auftria ; the brutal Ferocity of the Ruffin 
ans ; the Attacks of the Siveeies ; the Armies of the 
Empire ; and, at one Time, having the additional 
Weight of the French Arms upon him ; when, I fay, 
we refleA on the uncommon Difficulties this magna- 
nimous Prince has to refill, we mull rather exprefs 
our Wonder, and our SatisfaAion that his Situation 
is Hill fo refpeAable, than indulge our Fears, that it 
is likely to be worfe. The fevereft Checks he has 
met with during this War, have only ferved to Ihew 
how calm he poffefies himfelf under Dillrefs, and how 
ably he can extricate himfelf. The Hour of Adverfi- 
ty has called forth all his Abilities, and if he has 
failed Ibmetimes, from too great an Eagernefs to 
conquer, he has always been able to retrieve his 
Affairs, and like Anteusy gained frelh Strength from 
every Overthrow. 

And, upon this Principle, I flatter myfelf, his Pruf- 
fian Majefty will Hill be able to fecure to himfelf 
the greater Part, if not the whole of Saxony for his 
Winter Quarters, and to recruit his Army, no Doubt 
much ftiattered with it’s Loffes and Fatigues, before 
the opening of another Campaign. It is to be ho- 
ped alfo, that befides the amazing Refources He 
has Hill left in his own unbounded Genius, and 
the generous and effeAual Support which his Con- 
nexion with Eng*anAy affords him ; the Power of 
the Confederacy againft liim may be broken, by 
difuniting the Confederates. Hiftory fatisfies us how 
fcldom a Confederacy of many Princes, has ever ruin- 
ed a finglc Power attacked. I have given one Iii- 

ftance 
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fiance of this already, when I fpoke of the Grand Al- 
liance againft Le^is XIV. and the League of Cam- 
/»r/7^againft the yenetiansj in the 1 6th Century, is 
an Inftance ftill more remarkable. 

But, if contrary to our Hopes, our Wiflies, our 
Endeavours, this fliould fail ; if his PruJJian Majef- 
ty, like a Lion caught in the Toils (after a Refin- 
ance already made, which will hand him down to Pof- 
terity as the greateft of Men) fhould at laft be un- 
able to defend himfelf ; let him not defpair while 
he is in Alliance with Britain : For I would in- 

culcate a Dodrine, which I think will not be un- 
popular amongft my Countrymen, and which, there- 
fore, I hope, will not be oppofed by our Miniflers, 
*That vjohateuer Conquejls *ive hanje made<, and *whate^'er 
CfjnqueJls *voe may jlill make; upon the French, except 
North America, njuhich muji be kept all our onjon ; Jhould 
he looked upon as gi^'en hack to France for a mojl im^ 
portant Confiderationy if it can be the Means of extricate 
hig the King of Pruflla from any unforefeen Dijirejjes, 

Perhaps my Notions on this Subjed may feem to 
border on Enthufiafm ; but, however, I cannot but 
be perfuaded, that Things arc come to that pafs in 
Germany y that the Ruin of the King of PruJJia will be 
foon followed by the Ruin of the Proteflant Religi- 
on in the Empire. The blind Zeal of the bigotted 
Auflrian Family will have no Check, ifthe Head and 
Protedor of the German Proteflants be dellroyed ; 
and the War begun only to wreft S He ft a from him, 
will, in the End, be found to be a War that will 
overturn the Liberties and Religion of Germany, If, 
therefore, the noble Perfeverance of the King of 
Pruffta deferves the Efteem of a generous People ; 
if his Fidelity to his Engagements, which has con- 
tributed to fave Hanover and to ruin Francey can 
demand our Gratitude ; if the Danger of the only 
Protellant Sovereign in Germanyy able to preferve 
the Privileges of his Religion from being trampled 
under Foot can call forth the warm Support of this 
Protellant Nation; may I not hope, may I not be 
confident, that our Miniflers will didate, and our 
People approve of Terms of Peace in his Favour, tho’ 
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they fhould be purchafed by reHnquifhlng fome of 
our Conquefts ; while the Pofleffion of C anadu will 
be fo reafonable a Bound to the Demands we may 
make for ourfelves ? 

I have hated this Point, upon a Suppoiition that 
the Event of the War may turn out to the Difad- 
vantage of the King of Pruffm. But if the Fortune, 
the Capacity, the Perfeverance of that Great Prince, 
fhould enable him (as I think we may hill hope) to 
extricate himfelf from the Dangers that furround him 
— it may be afked. What is to Be done with the Con- 
quehs which, befides Canada^ we fhall be in Pof- 
feffion of when we treat of a Peace ? — My Propofal 
is honeft, and perhaps will not be treated as chime- 
rical : Employ them to recover out of tlie Hands of 
France thofe Towns of F landers y gained for the Au- 
{Irian Family by the Valour, and at the Expence of 
; and which have been fp perfidipully facrifi- 
ced. A Britifh Adminiftration mull tremble at the 
Profped of feeing Nenvport and Oftend become French 
Property, and therefore, fhould ufe their utmofl En- 
deavours to prevent this at the Peace ; tho’ thofe En- 
deavours may ferve the Covirt of Viennay whofe In- 
gratitude to Britain will never be forgotten ; tho* at 
die fame Time, I mull own we fhall draw no fmall 
Advantage from it. We fhall learn, for the future, 
to prefer our own Intereft to that of others ; to pro-> 
portion our Expences on the Continent to the imme- 
diate Exigencies of our own Counitry, and never to 
affill a nenv Ally, without remembering how much we 
did for our Otdoncy and what Return we have had! 

I have, now, nearly executed my principal Defign, 
in the prefen t Addrefs ; which was to give my 
Thoughts on the important Bufinefs of the approach- 
ing Treaty. And if it be conduced with as much 
Ability, as the War has been carried on with Spirit and 
Succefs, there is great Room for flattering ourfelves, 
that the Voice of the Publick demands no Advanta- 
ges or Ceflions, in Favour of En^iard, which the Mi-, 
nillers of England are not refolved to infill upon. 

But amidll the fignal Succedes of our Arms, which 
give us fo reafonable an Exp«(^tion of an hononr- 

ablc 
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able Peace, and have exalted our Country to the high- 
eft Pinnacle of Glory and Reputation abroad — I wifti 
it could be faid that our Canjlitution was not great- 
ly in Danger of being hurt, and almoft loft, at Home* 
— 1 ftiall beg Leave to take this Occafion of touching 
this equally melancholy and important Subjedl ; with 
a View not to blame, but to lament ; not to bring a- 
ny railing Accufation againft thofe who are now in 
Power, but to exhort and to excite them to endeavour, 
before it be too late, to add to the Services they have 
done their Country, in faving it from the open At- 
tacks of France^ the ftill more important Service of 
faving our Conftitution, which fome unhappy Cir- 
cumftances of our prefent Situation have already great- 
ly changed, and feem to threaten with intire De- 
ftruflion ; Nay, I may fay, would have actually de- 
ftroyed, if it were not for the good Heart of our 
gracious Sovereign, who fcoms to take Advantage of 
them. 

Confiderably above an hundred Millions of Debt, 
the Sum we muft be obliged to fit down with, at the 
End of the prefent War, is a Burthen which how- 
ever immenfe. Experience has taught us, contrary to 
all Theory, we (hall be able to bear without Bank^ 
ruptcy* As our Expences have increafed, we have 
found, contrary to the Predidlions of gloomy Politi- 
cians, that our Abilities to bear them have increa- 
fed alfo. — But tho’ our Debts be not too great for 
the Riches of our Country, they are much too great 
for the Independency of its Conftitution. For, when 
I confider the infinite Dependance upon the Crown, 
created by Means of Them, throughout the King- 
dom, amongft all Degrees of Men ; when I refled 
on the many Thoufands of Placemen, of every De- 
nomination, who are employed in the Colledion of 
the vaft Variety of Taxes now levied on the Public; 
and take a Review of a far greater Number of Ser- 
vants of the Crown, both Civil and Military, for 
whofe Support fo confiderable a Share of the pub- 
lic Revenue is fet apart, too many of whom, I fear, 
might be tempted to aflift in extending the Influence 
of the Prerogative to the Prejudice of ^public Li* 
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berty ; when I confider the vaft Load of Taxes, 'in 
this Point of View, I cannot help obferving the 
ajnazing Revolution in our Government which thit 
fingle Article has brought about ; nor enough la- 
ment the unhappy Circumftances of Affairs, and the 
Neceflities of the War which have forced us to an 
annual Expence, unknown to former Times, and which 
will almofl be incredible to Pofterity. I believe 1 
can venture to fay upon Memory, that the Expences 
of the War, for all King Williams Reign, about 13 
Years, were not, at a Medium, above 3 Millions and 
a half a Year ; and Queen Anne'sj tho’ the laft Years 
were exorbitant, were little more than 5 Millions. 
What they zre noiv I figh to think on. Twelve or 
Fourteen Millions are demanded without Referve ; 
and what i^ ftill more, voted without Oppofition. Nay, 
of fo little Confequence is it now thought, by our 
Reprefentatives, to deliberate on the weighty Bufi- 
nefs of raifing Money on the Subjefl, that fcarcely 
cane Forty of them be got toge^er, to hear 
the Eftimates for at leaft One HundreJ and fourfeore 
Thoufand Men, for fo many we have new in our Pay ; 
and to borrow Bight Millions y the Sim by which 
our Expences exceed our Income. 

Theie are alarming Confiderations ; but another 
Objed, no lefs threatening the Ruin of our Confli- 
tution, alfo prefents itfelf. 

I am old enough to remember what Uneaflnefs and 
Jealoufies difturbed the Minds of all true Patriots, 
with regard to Handing Armies, and military EHa- 
blifhments. Principles of Liberty in general, and, 
in particular. Whig Principles, excited this Uneafinefs 
and produced thofe Jealoufies, which, from Time to 
Time, have been a fruitful Scource of Parliamentary 
Debate. It was .no longer ago than the late King’s 
Time, that the veiling Courts Martial y in Time of 
Peace, with the Power of punifliing Mutiny and De- 
fa tion with Drath, was carried in the Houfe of Com- 
mons by a fmall Majority Nay, that a Court Mar- 
tial, however limited in its Jurisdidion, was inconfi- 
Hant witli the Liberties of a free People, in Time of 

Peace 

* In 1717-18 the Numbers on the Divifion were 247 10229, 


(4C ) 

Peace, was the Doarine of Whigs in thofe Days ; It 
was the Doarine, in particular, of Sir Rithert Walpole 
then in Oppofition ; whofe re«narkab!e ExprefTion, lA 
this great Debate, “ That they who* gave the Po*wer 
of Bloody gaveBlffotJy^^ CTiXihttOT^oU^. And 

though afterwards when he came to be ^ Mimjfer, he 
was better reconciled to (landing 'Armies and Mutiny 
Bills, in Time of Peace, fe^enteeti thoufand Men, was 
all the Army he //wr/? afk ; yet even that Demand 
produced an annual Debate ; and the annual Reafon, 
on which he founded the Neceflity of his Demand — ^ 
being the Dai>ger from the Pretender and the }aco^ 
bites ; was the ftrongeft Proof, that even in -Sir Ri 
Walpole^s Opinion, the Redudion in the Army ihotild 
take Place, when this Danger from Difaffedlion fliould 
ceafe. But how are Things changed ? — I own In- 
deed that amidH the Dangers of this War, and the 
Threats of an luvafion, the vaft Army now on our 
Edablilhment, is neceflary : But what I lament is to 
fee the Sentiments of the Nation fo amazingly recon- 
ciled to t^e Profpe6t of having a far more numerous 
body of regular Troops^' kept tip,- after the Peace; 
than any true Lover of his Country in former Times 
thought,- could be allowed without endangering the 
Conftitutioa. Nay, fo unaccountably fond are we 
become of the military Plan, that the Ereaion of 
Barradcs,' Which; twenty Years ag;o, would have r-uih-^ 
ed any Minifter who (hould have ventured to-propofd 
it, may be propofed f^fely by biir Minifters now’* a- 
Days and, upon Trial, be found to be a favourite 
Meafure with our Patriots, and with the Public in 
general. 

But what I lament as the greateft Misfortune that 
can threaten the public Liberty, is to fee the Eager- 
nefs with which' oilr ‘Nobility, bom to be the Guar- 
dians of the COnftitution againft Prerogative, folieit 
the Badge of military Subjeflion, not merely to ferve 
their Country, in Times of Danger, which would be 
commendable, but in Expeftation to be continued Sol- 
diersy when Tranquillity (hall be reftored, and to be 
under military Qomuiandy during Life; When I fee 
tliis (Irange, but melancholy Infatuation, fo preva-* 
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lent, I almoft defpdrof the Conftitution. If it fliould 
go on in Proportion as it has of late, I fear the Time 
will, at laft, come, when Independence on the Crown, 
will be exploded as unfalhionable. Unlefs another 
Spirit poilefs our Nobility ; unlefs they lay afide their 
Military Trappings ; and think they can ferve their 
Country more efFedlually as Senators than as Soldiers, 
what can we expert but to fee, the Syflem of military 
Subordination extending itfelf throughout the King- 

* dom, univerfal Dependance upon Government, in- 
fluencing every Rank of Men, and the Spirit, nay 
the very Form of the Conftitution deftroyed ? We 
have generally beaten the Frenchy and always been 
fcolifti enough to follow their Falhions ; I was in hopes 
we ftiould never have taken the Falhion of hrencb 
Government ; but from our numerous Armies, and 
the Military Turn of our Nobility, I am afraid we 
are running into it as faft as we can. And, unlefs 
fomething can be done, to bring back our Conftitu- 
tion to its firft Principles, we fhall find, that we have 

* triumphed, only to make ourfelves as wretched as our 
Enemy ; that our Conquefts are but a poor Compen- 
(ation for the Lofs of our Liberties ; in a Word, that, 
like M^olfey falling in the Arms of Vidory, we are 
moft glorioufly — undone ! 

But though I have drawn fo melancholy a Pidure, 
of the Dangers which threaten us with the Lofs of our 
Liberties, it is with no other Defign, than to exhort 
thofe who arc placed at the Helm, to fet about the 
Repairs of our ftiattered VelTel, as foon as fhe can be 
brought fafe into Harbour. After the Peace is once 

' fettled, it ought to be the great Objed of our Mini- 
fters, to devife every Expedient, and to adopt every 
Plan, that may extricate this unhappy Conftitution 
from the Dangers I have defcribed. Confidering the 
low Ebb of Francfy we have fome Reafon to hope that 
when Peace is once reftored, upon folid Terms, it 
will not foon be interrupted. Much, therefore, may 
be done during thofe Years of Tranquillity; if our 
Minifters be diligent and faithful in this great Work 
of reviving the Conftitution. The facred, and invio- 
lable Application of the Sinking Fundy which the In- 

crcafe 
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creafe of our Trade, and other Clrcumftances, have 
fo greatly augmented, and mufl flill augment, will 
operate gradually, and efFed:ualIy. Univerfal and in- 
variable Oeconomy, muft be introduced into every 
Branch of Government ; the Revenues of the King- 
dom may be vaftly increafed by adopting Schemes 
that will prevent Frauds, and le/Ten the Expence of 
Colledion; innumerable unnece/Tary Places may be 
aboliihed, and exorbitant Perquifites, in thofe we 
leave, may be retrained ; Attention muft be had to 
the Morals and Principles of the Nation, and the Re- 
vival of Virtue and of Religion will go hand in hand, 
with the Revival of Liberty. But no Objedl will de- 
ferve more Attention, than our Military Encroach- 
ments on Conftitutional Independance. When this 
War /hall he over, there will be lefs Reafon, than e- 
ver, for numerous Armies. The Kingdom now hap- 
pily being united, and Difa/Tedtion to the Royal Fa- 
mily at an End, we need fear no Rebellions among 
ouriclvcs : and Inv.a/ions from France are lefs likely 
ihan ever. Be/ides, by the Care and Prefeverance of 
fome Patriots, we have acquired a new internal 
Strength, a Militia trained up to be ufeful, and con- 
fequently, we may without any Danger to the Public, 
reduce the Number of our Guards and Garrifons, fo 
low, as to dc/lroy great Part of the huge Fabrick of 
Military Influence and Dependance. But whatever 
you do, if you mean to reftore the Con/litution, you 
mull fecure the Dignity and Independance of Parlia- 
ment. After pairing fuch Laws as may Hill be necef- 
fary to preferve the Freedom of Eleftions, from In- 
fluence of every Sort ; to punilh Bribery both in the 
EUdors and in the EUded fomething, perhaps, may 
flill be done by Way of Place-bill, to le/Ten mini/lerial 
Influence over Parliaments, without having Recourfe 
to an OHverian St\{-denying Ordinance ; or to fo to- 
tal an Exclufion of Placemen as was eflabli/hed, ia 
the original Adi of Settlement. 

And an Houfe of Commons thus cho/en, and thus 
made independent, now that Jacokitifm is rooted out, 
can never be formidable but to thofe who have Reafon 
to tremble. Such an Houfe of Commons, will co- 
operate 
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Operate with the AdminiHration in every Plan of Pub- 
lick Utility, and at the fame Time inquire carefully 
into the Abufes of Government ; Supplies will be vo- 
ted ; but only in Proportion to the real Income and 
Abilities of the Nation ; and we may expeft to fee, 
what we have not feen above thefe forty Years, a Par- 
liamentary Commiffion of Accounts erefled to inquire 
into the Disburfement of near T'tyo Hundred Millions, 
And unlefs we fee this, foon, I fhall look upon our 
Conftitution, as loft, for ever. 

Thefe, and many fuch Regulations, as thefe, may, 
under an honeft and virtuous Adminillration, be a- 
dopted when once Peace is reftored : And the Prof- 
pe£l of feeing them adopted, and fteadily purfued, 
keeps me from defpaiiing altogether of the Common 
•wealth. 

To you, therefore, whofe Power, moft likely, will 
not terminate with the War ; and whom 1 have pre- 
fumed to addrefs, with Regard to the Terms that 
fhould be demanded, to fecure us from a perfidious 
Foe ; To you. My Lord, and Sir, let me earneftly re- 
commend, the ftillmore important Care, of favingus, 
from ourfelves ; and as you have with an Unanimity, 
that doth you both great Honour, dire6led our Coun- 
cils, fo .as to humble France, let me intreat you to pre- 
ferve your Union, till it re-invigorate the almoft loft 
Powers of the Britijh Conftitution, 

If you have any Regard to Virtue, to Liberty, to 
your Country ; if you would live great, and die la- 
mented ; if you would fhine in Hiftoi^, with our Cla- 
rendons and Southamptons ; let not this Opportunity, 
^ perhaps, this laft Opportunity of faving Britijh Liber- 
ty, and Indepency, be thrown away. You, my Lord, 
whofe Rank, whofe extenlive Influence, and perfonal 
Authority, have given you the Pre-eminence, in pub- 
lic Affairs, as it were by Prefeription ; much will de- 
pend upon you, in the carrying on this important 
Work. But when I diredl my Addrefs to you. Sir, 
you muft be confeious that befides the general Expec- 
tations we have from you, as a Lover of your Coun- 
try, we have your own repeated Promifes, and Decla- 
rations, to make us flatter ourfelves that you will 

not 
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not flop Ihort, in your Schemes of national Rcfornta- 
tion. Not tutored in the School of Corruption, but 
lifted, from your earlieft Years, under the Banper.-of 
Patriotifm ; called into Power, by popular Approl^a- 
tion, and ftill uniting, the uncommon Charaders of 
Minifier 2iTi6. Patriot i Favourite of the Public, and 
Sei-vant of the Crown ; be not oftended. Sir, if I re- 
mind you, not to Difappoint that Confidence the Pub- 
lic places in your future Endeavours to prop the fink- 
ing Conftitution. Nor let it ever fall from your MJe- 
mory, that tne.Nation expeds from your Virtue, your 
Cecqnomy, your Plans for Liberty, during the future 
Peace, as great Advantages as we have already gained, 
Lorn your Spirit, your bold Councils, and vigorcuis 
Eftbrt 5 , in carrying on the prefen t \yar, ; 

Perhaps I grow too warm, on a favourite Subject ; 
and, therefcre, from Schemes wliich cannot take Ef- 
fed, till the War be clofed, let me turn your Attentipn 
again, for a little while Ipnger, to the Objed imnw- 
diateiy belb^ our Eyes — the enfping Conferences tor 
Peace* And, with Regard to tiiefe, though I fup- 
pofe, they>\viJI before the Winder be over, I 

think there is feme Reafon, for being of Opinion tlwt 
we muft have anotlier Campaign, before they can be 
finally clofed. 1 1 nnct is. too low, to think feriouily 
of a Peace, without making fome defperate Effort. 
She never would have exposed her Weaknefs to all 
£urop€y by to fhajneful and fb humbling a Bankrupt- 
cy , She never would, have ruined her .public Credit, 
and melted her Plate, tlie laft Re/burce, when eve^ 
other has been exhauikd, only to receive Teribs 
from Efis'/atiel. No, fhe knows fhe i^ undone, for 
ever, if fhe gets no footing in Hanover ; and, there- 
fore, we may exped to fee another Attempt made 
for that Purpofe. But, if we are not wanting to ou.r- 
fclves, another Attempt will end, as unfortunately fpr 
her, as the former have done ; and her Ruin only be 
more confirmed. .In the mean while, I make no 
Doubt, the Plenipotentiaries will meet at a Congrefs ; 
but the Events of the Field, muft regulate the Delibe- 
rations of thp Cabinet. ‘W’e, no Doubt, fhall be firm 
in our Demands, *ivbutf%>tir tbej are 5 and the french 
i ‘ ' will 
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will endcax'Our W gam Time, to know whether there 
is any likelihood of obliging us to offer them better. 
In this Situation, then, /'V/zrzfe mull hear with Terror, 
that without breaking our national Faith, without in- 
juring private Property, without eiving exorbitant 
Premiums, we have already provided immenjely for the 
Supplies of Year (and Supplies for may ftill 

be had) to meet them — not in America ; there they are 
no more ^not on the Ocean — the Deftrudlion of their 
Fleets leaves that Empire free to us — but once more, 
on the Plains of another Mindertj again to feel and 
to confefs the Superiority of Britijb Valour. 

I have only a Particular or two, to add, before I 
conclude. . And I cannot help congratulating the Pub- 
lic, on the Wifdom of oirr Manner of Opening the 
Negociatioii for Peace. I mean to obferve, that our 
Miniflets have hajmily got rid of a Set of very ufelefs^ 
or very pemUhus Gentlemen, called Mediator by ap- 
plying diredly to the Enemy himfelf. Nothing can 
be more ridiculous than the Figure of the Pope*s 
Nuncio; and the Ambaffador of Fenice, ading the 
Farce of Mediation at Munftiry for feveral Years, 
while the War went on, till its Events^ regulated the 
Terrti^of Peace. The Mediation of in/ignifcant Pow- 
ers is therefore abfurd ; and the Danger of calling a 
po^ rful Mediator, who may threaten to declare a- 
gkinll you, if you do not fubmit to his partial Decifi- 
ons, is too obvious to be infilled upon. You have 
done wifely, therefore, to keep the Negociation m 
your owh Hands ; the Nation, from this Inftance, has 
a full Confidence that her Interefts, are skilfully con- 
dhfled ; and, therefore, I fhalF only - add, another 
Particular, which however fubordinate, will no Doubt 
be attended to by you ; though fome late Negotiators 
of ours, with Franccy neglefled it. ^ 

The FrenChy by taking the Lead in ot late, 

have, of Courfe, been able to introduce their Lan- 
guage as the common Vehicle of the Sentim^ents of 
other Nations, in all public Negociations ; fo that, 
perhaps, the French is the only Tongue, by the 
nel of which Plenipotentiaries and Mmiflers ot difte- 
rent Countries, can converfe. But when the Negocia- 
tion, 



ttlon is to be put into Writing, and to be drawn up in 
that Form which is to be binding upon all the Parties, 
and figned jointly by the treating Powers, neither the 
Honour, nor the Interefl of the State, ought to allow 
us, to accept of the Original Treaty in the Natinje 
Tongue of our Enemies. The Honour of the Nation 
forbids this ; as it would be a Confeflion of Superio- 
rity, to which Britain j at no Time, much lefs after 
fo glorious a War, Ihould fubmit ; efpecially as we 
cannot fubmit to it, without giving the Enemy a real 
Advantage, and laying die Foundation for future Ca- 
vils — Cardinal Mazarine^ in his Letters, boafts, that, 
by a latent Ambiguity and Nicety in the trench Stile, 
he had been able to out-wit Don Louis de Haroy in the 
Conferences at the Pyrenees, And a much later Jn- 
llance, in which we ourfelves were partly concerned, 
Ihould confirm us, in our Refufal to treat with the 
French ia their own Language. — I mean the famous 
Capitulation of the Dutch Garrifon of Tour nay in 
1745 ; which, though only reftrained from ailing, for 
a limited Time in any of the Barrier Towns *, as the 
Dutch believed, when they accepted of the Capitula- 
tion/ was foon after interpreted by France, as tying 
them up from ading in any Part of the World ; and 
might have been fatal to^ this Country, if the Rebel- 
lion in Scotlandy to allift in quelling which the Dutch 
lent us thofe very Troops, had been fo fuccefsful, as 
to oblige us to put our Foreign Allies to the Tell. 

We nave no great Reafon, no more than other Na- 
tions, to trull Gallic Faith y as appears from the many 
Inflances of their unpalliated Perfidy which I have col- 
ledled above. Let us not, therefore, be fo weak as to 
give them Room for obtruding upon us, any fallacious 
Interpretations of the Words, in which they plight 
their Faith. They are too ready to break it when the 
Terms are ever fo clear ; and, therefore, let us take 

* I have not the original Capitulation before me, but I remeiti- 
ber, pretty exaftly on what the Cavil turned. The Troops were 
not to a6t, I think, for two Years, in any of the Places /« plut 
recuJtes de U Barrtere. The Dutch, no Doubt, underftood, de 
la Barriere to be the Genitive Calc, but the French faid they 
meant it in the Ablative, 
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Care not to give them that Advantage which Aiperlor 
Skill in their own Laiguage, naturally confers, and 
which upon fome future Occafion, they may improve 
to our Detriment. Let the original and authentic 
Copy of the Treaty, therefore be in a dead Language, 
the Phrafes of which cannot vary, and whofe Meaning 
is equally underftood by both Parties. We had once 
a very learned Plenipotentiary in Queen EHzabeth^s 
Time, who, in a Negociation with Spain, when it 
came to be debated in what Language the Treaty 
fhould be made, ludicroufly enough propofed to the 
Spaniard, who was giving himfelf Airs of Superiority, 
to treat in the Language of his Mailer’s Kingdom of 
Jerufalem, But leaving the Hebrew, for our Divines ; 
I would only have our Negociatiors treat in Latin: 
Which feemed, as it were by Prefcription, to have a 
Right to be the Language of the Public Law of Eu- 
rope ; till fbme late Inllances have (hewn that the 
French was beginning to be fubftituted in its Room ; 
by the Lazinefs or Negle6l of thofe who treated. As 
we are fanguine in our Hopes of a much better Peace 
than we had at Utrecht, with Regard to the Terms ; 
let it not, be worfe than that at Utrecht, which pre- 
fer\ ed the Old Cuflom of fettling the Negociation in 
Latin, We then had a Bifhop indeed, Plenipotentia- 
ry ; but without having Recourfe to the very learned 
Bench, or choofing a Plenipotentiary from Cambridge 
(I hope in a little Time one may join the other Uni- 
verfity, without giving Offence) the Negociators at 
the enfuing Peace, may be accommodated with Latin 
enough for the Purpofel mention, at a very moderate 
Expence — if their Secretary or Chaplain cannot aflifl 
them. 

But when I begin to be ludicrous on fo ferious a 
Subjeft, it is Time to have done : And my Addrefs 
has already fwelled to fuch a Size as furprizes myfelf, 
as much, as I fear it will tire the Reader. However, 
the vafl Variety of Fafts, and Particulars, which na- 
turally offered themfelves to me, and which could not 
be omitted without hurting the Connexion, and weak- 
ening my Argument, will, perhaps, procure Indul- 
gence for fo long a Pamphlet : And, for the fame 

Reafon, 


Reafon, I flatter myfelf, that if I lliould happen t© 
have been miflaken in any Thing I advance, to have 
erred in a Date, or to have mif- quoted a Treaty, feme 
Allowances will be made to me, as I have been oblig- 
ed to truft much to my Memory, for want of a proper 
Opportunity of confulting many of thofe Books, 
which fumilh the Materials I have made Ufe of. How- 
ever, I believe a candid Reader, will find no capital^ 
at leall, no wilful y Miflake. 

I am far from the Vanity of thinking that my No- 
tions on the important Subject of the Peace, are a re- 
gular Plan or Syflem for the Adminillration to proceed 
upon. I throw them out, only as loofe Hints for my 
Superiors to improve as they niay think proper. 
Should there be any Weight in all, or any of them, 
you, my Lord and Siry will be able to work them into 
Utility for this Kingdom. If they are not worth your 
Notice, as I am an anonymous Writer, and hope ne- 
ver to be known, I can neither lofe nor gain Reputa- 
tion by them. All I can fay, if they are negleded, 
iSf Operatn et oleam perdidi, 

I am,. 

My Lord and Sir, 

Yours, yr. tfr. 
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